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Why 15 It we have [eared rats

through all ages?

The rat is typlcal of all that is low
and mean, and we would rather be
left along in a dark room with a
Black Hand murderer than with a
rat. For ages the wiss men of the
world have laughed at the Zear nof
rats, The fear was only an instinct-
iva ane, and we were told to get
rid of our Instinct and listen to
reason.

Today it is the wizse one= who are
urging us to kill the rat. As usual,
instinet was right. We feared the
rat without knowing why and now
find he |= a deadly enemy of man.
He is the agent of the bubonle
plague.

The other day the medical expertis
were alarmed with the news that
two cases of bubonle plague or sus-
pected plague hai hroken out in
New Orleans. Surgeon General Ru-
pert Blue of the Government
Health Bervice was rushed to New
Orleans to combat the possibllily of
the plague epreading all over the
United States.

Amerlca i5 a land practiecally free
from discass. Seldom, indecd, do
the terrible Aslatlc scourges cross

have to watch for invasion.

Bubonle plague has its original
home in Siberia, the land of Russian
exiles. It liveg among the prairie
dogs of that extensive Iand and
they Keép It continually alive, The
only way the disease can be forever
etamped out is to kill the pralrie
floge of Siberia. From Siberia the
disease from time to time crosses the
frontler into the western bounds of
China. Last year It is estlmated hy
officia)ls of the Chinere TRepublic
that 175,000 persors= dicd of bubonle
plague.

It frequently goss west and crosses
into Europe by way of Rursia. There
are strict quarantines against the
hubonic plague centers of Siberla,
however, and It rarely breaks across
the frontler,

The disense iz tranemitted to Eu-
ropeans and Americans by the rat
through the agency of the flen. The
gquestion naturally sarises, why tha
plagues does not kill the rats, The
fact Is, that every rat ls llke “Ty-
phoid Mary,"” who was a culture for
the typhoid bacilius, but did not get
seriously 111 hersell. The rat and
other rodents are plague cultures,
but they are notL serlously 1ll. The

‘he ocean and Invade our ghorea.
We have been able to keep them
aut by rigid Inapection at the ports
and Ly fAghting ths germs of for-
eign pligues when they have gained
f foothold {n this country.

Prior 1o the Clvil War the United
Btates was invaded Ly Asiatic chol-
era, which swept the country, carry-
ing denth in ite path. [0 siruck vil-
Bges remote from the great poph-
Btion centers, where the entire pog-
mlation was swepl awnd

After the war (here were vellow

Pever ravages. The United Slates 18

®ot the home of vellon fever With
she cvoming of winter the disease
would retreat to Cuba or ventral

America and wait for another year
to invade our shores, Wo have con-

quered yellow fever and driven It

from almost every part of the

Amerloan continent. The old world

s the seal of the most deadl¥
plagues, and it ls from Lhese we

germe are transmitted from the rat
to man by means of the flea

Il there were no fleas anJd rats
there would he no danger from the
deadly scourge In Amelcn Man
cvannot give the plague to his nelgh-
bor. Care of those sick from bu-
honle plague is simple because the
nurges will not get the disease un-
legs they are bitten Ly fleas, whish
In turn have biliten rats The dis-
ecage needs the rat for one staze of
itz development, and thal stage |5 not
fatal. It is fatpl as the second slaga
I8 reached, and that stage s reached
In mnn
PASSENGERS EXAMINED
WHEN NEARANG PORT.

Persons M8 writh such a disense as
“8e plafue are not allowed in én-
ter the United Slates. In coming to
America they are examined befora
reavhing porl, The advantage of an
examination jugt helore reachine
port is evident. While a person in
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Inspect Everybody

the early stages of {liness could pasa
the examinations when hoarding the
steamer, they would have more dif-
ficulty at this end of the Journey,
where the disease would Le further
developed. 1t Is customary for an
examination to he made at the Eu-
ropean port because a steamship line
has 1o take the passengers hack to
FEurope {rer of charge If they bring
them to this slde of the wiailer In a
diseaged condition.

Betore Landing at Port,
and How the
Battle  Against Inva-

The examinations on shipboard
are often very pleturesque, Many
of the great liners reach port ecarly
in the morning and many of the
first class passengers go to the physi-
clan for examination before they
have dressed for breakfast, They
are anxious Lo have the ordeal of
examination over. Men of all Kinds
and women, too, ¢an be seen on such
a morning zolng for thelr examina-
Ltion

The fact that buhonle plague
germs were found in America re-
cently  Indicates fgllure of some
physician on hoard a vessel to make
perfect examination of the patients
or else & rot waa allowed (o entar
the port. |

When news sf possibility of dls-

sion of Foreign
Rats Goes On In Every
- Harbor

CLINEDINST,
WASH . DG,

It has heen heard of In Eeyvpt, but ense to them [rom rats. They did
never wéent south of Assouan It not get jt from the dead
never crogsed the plains of Indla When physicinns in thelr efforts
to the southern portiong of the pen to study the causes of the diseass
insula In historic timex A termiperii- began to make post-mortem exams
flea wis 4 necessary contributor 1o ture of more than §5 Jegrees nsually inations, they expected to die.  The¥
= ~ =, the spread of the diseass, and whea checks the epidemi it flourishes thought that they might be able to
BOVE — b“r.\:e““ (Jt\ﬂ‘ one person had it all the others fled under that temperature, but when learn something and tell '-'fj lhudf
o 5 and left him there. None wished To the thermometer drops o, Ireezing discoveries before they died. an
Cl"dl Rupﬁ'rt BIUL' BE- run the rislt of ecaring for him. It It quickly dios out. In 157§, how fthey heroleally set to work. To
v |HW—:‘\I1 CJI’|\ morning Is tha most fatal of all diseases. ever, It ragad in Moscow in the mil- their surprisae they did not dls,
SEER MG N, P SATS SRR EIRA T OUE. 1."'] ins Al-il" ‘} '.‘l In one of the ravages of Europe dle of o =evere winter In dry They came to the conclusion that
hesith authorities did not walt for medica “]EPEL mn fl[]. S “l It killed every person who took the weather the lemperntura ocan go thelr sanltary surrounding® were re-
the sickness to develop and spread I.“.I:{rd‘ as fhﬂ \'ESSL‘I 15 ;11“[-1[}‘ disense In Soutliern Russala. In Bas- higher than In damp weilher It sponsible for their continued good
while they were making discoverles ik ) N0 t dad at the time of one epldemic, 55 ‘jghes In the Aslatic deserts at o haalth When they did get the dis-
They first started to KU1 all rata in 1o enter ! rt. per cent of the victelma died. It o temperature of 11° degr ease they noticed their families did
gight. The home of the Valunteers supposed that the numhber of fatal 'ntll the discavery of batleriologs not get 1t
ef America was put under guirean- Ing employed to prevent a sprend of tles in elvillzed countries has heen n few wvears ago several heroie THOSE LIVING WITH
tine and the house where they were {he Infection to other parts of the more than 50 per cent. But in the physiclans made post-martem exXan RATS ARE RILLED
supposed to have contracted the dis- ity Inst decade the disease has had lit- inntione of victims of the dead In S ; _' : .
ease was ratl proofed and burned, UPPIFR RIVER CITIES tle chance to spreil. As =oon as It Furope. Prior to thelr examinatio 'he plague ‘I..ule-nll\“\\.wl r‘w:?h
With the home ax a radius of a WARNED OF DISEASE, iz discovered in a clvillzed port the it was supposed that to handle apocier. O T.":”"l"""'_ '!-:T:I\“. h--uP‘!‘!
zone extending four Llocks In every Upper river citles wWere warned of precnutions nre taken which Insure dead person meant death, 1t be- s, “:”.“.,II ;'“ "1y (he” rats i
direction, the plans were for the the possibllities of the spread of the its anninllation. came almost |mpossible 1o get A 'ty ":Il'“.r“- e Thoee Who
construction of n concret® harrier disense, and there campalgns were The digeuse has been known from burying squad to take up the work i e l'f' [--;l‘ i fleas got
around the entire ares dma for a rat started agaln=t the rat the time of the Caesars, It swepl of caring for the dead, 0 terribly H”.d II"”:"_" {Ilrl pot ; lonz tlme
Arive towards the center. Plague killF the victim guickly Armenia at the time of Christ. Mar frightened were the people.  Buty- e e s I P VR
Other Yarriers were eredted as the It sometimes tikes & 'month for the cus Aurelius tells how it destroyed inz squadg olften worked in I"'”’I,“" to assoclate -the .““‘.”(I \:lt l -;;:0
warfare progrekses, so that when disease 1o run IS course At other the Inhabitants of Athens he do- at the polnt of dhe Layvonet Ths inil '.h-.n\. but ph ~I|-‘. _.l_‘.;”;lr;ll:.»:\_.'_‘.
the fMnal onslaught was made avery times the victim dies In a few hours scriptions  of the disease, as h» fact that thoso who did the burying + hl-"“”ll!p ; l:::l l'\-" .-l‘d:‘- ~-:.r~r~‘d.
radent within the infected aren won The nveragé time |8 three dayvs 1t writes it. are similar to those we were poor people, Living in unsant- Then T.m- R v ..r;:“”, .|.|i,. e
destroved Polson and traps were s not El|“-'!\!' fatal, but the courss now Know tary surroundings, s counts for the It a vogelalne g = Ih‘l\;"”"w
ased in the work of extermination in ®o qulek that physiclans have lit- A moderately high temperaturs 12 disease heing conveyed to them "””.'\ r'..‘»‘ll ‘;.:.i.‘;l-‘n-n.. te* :.-.-n-r'm!
Aradn pipes were sereened’ to. pro- tle time to fight the disease  Tinti) necessary o (he bext development Th doubtleas lved whers "‘-'_"' '_' ":' """‘“I‘“ I|----t-lh. something 19
vent the escape of a single rat, and recent vears the vietlms were al- of the disease, were fleas, according o present o i he pligu )

¥ * o carring a dla- trans ‘b I
every expedient of sclentific rat kill- lowed to dle. 1t was nol known the Plagué |8 unknown in the troplcas. notions. The flea carried tha dla




